
stated Fr. Al. 
“The kids 
would stay up 
all night watch-
ing movies and 
then I would 
come out in the 
morning and 
make break-
fast.” Thus, 
the birth of 
the traditional 
“Breakfast with 
Al” on Tuesday
 mornings was
 born.

Over the 
years, CCM has
experienced 
many changes. “One of the big-
gest improvements was Sister 
Rose,” commented Fr. Al. “She 
came and picked up the pieces.”

Sr. Rose McNamara, SU, is 
serving her third year as Cam-
pus Minister at UNCW. Since 
her arrival, she recounts some 
of the changes she’s witnessed. 
“We're now doing a good job of 
opening up to the community 
and showing everyone who we 
are as Catholics.”  

The physical structure of the 
center over the years also has 
been transformed to include 
the expansion of the main 
space of the house, construc-
tion of the back deck, and the 
beautification of the yards. 
The most recent addition is the 
new chapel that will be known 
as the Visitation Chapel. It is 
a designated place for prayer 
and meditation. It was built to 
be true to the traditions of the 
Catholic Church yet versatile 
for use by other faith communi-
ties. Its design holds multiple 
levels of symbolism. The oasis-
like theme is reflected through 
the open lighting and colors 
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Bishop Burbidge dedicates new chapel on 25th anniversary

JUST ANOTHER DAY AT WORK! Bishop Mi-
chael F. Burbidge consecrates the altar in CCM’s 
new chapel. The altar was custom made to 
compliment the colors of the chapel.

contained in the room to create 
a calming atmosphere.

Bob Kleid, who passed 
earlier this November, was the 
architect for the chapel. He was 
a 4th Degree Knight of Colum-
bus at Sacred Heart Church in 
Southport. Bob was dedicated 
to the completion of the chapel 
all the way to the end. The cha-
pel was his last project.

Others involved in the 
construction process included 
the Category 5 contracting 
company and Melanie Aman 
who designed the new altar, 
tabernacle, books stand, cross, 
and kneelers. The Visitation 
chapel’s regular hours will be 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. from 
Mondays to Saturdays.

Fr. Al is now retired in 
Wilmington where he contin-
ues to serve as Sacramental 
Minister. When talking about 
serving at UNCW, he says that 
he “got lucky.” Reflecting upon 
25 years brings to mind the 
metamorphosis that CCM has 
undergone as well as creates 
new excitement for the many 
changes to come.

On August 31st, students, 
alumni, and community mem-
bers gathered to commemo-
rate the 25th anniversary of 
the UNCW Catholic Campus 
Ministry. To begin a year of 
celebration, Bishop Michael 
F. Burbidge visited CCM and 
presided at the Dedication Mass 
to mark the opening of new 
chapel.  

At the end of the Liturgy, 
Bishop Burbidge concluded 
Mass with the transfer of the 
Blessed Sacrament into the 
chapel followed by the conse-
cration of the altar.

Concelebrating Mass with 
Bishop Burbidge was Father 
Al, who started CCM in 1986. 
Before coming to UNCW, Fr. 
Al served as a Campus Minister 
at North Carolina State Univer-
sity. When the time came for Fr. 
Al to be reassigned, he had the 
choice to serve at East Carolina 
University or to start a new 
ministry at UNCW. “Nothing 
beat living at the beach,” com-
mented Fr. Al. 

Fr. Al was excited by the op-
portunity to create a faith-based 
community for an increasing 
student population. The first 
Mass Fr. Al held at UNCW 
was in the Student Center, now 
known as the Fisher Union, in a 
place called “the Quiet Room.” 
There were about ten people 
in attendance. In the months to 
follow, the congregation began 
to grow. This led to the conver-
sion of his house into what he 
called “the Catholic House.”

Soon, more college students 
were drawn in by the new pro-
grams at CCM. “Movie Nights 
were very popular for students 
in the 80s because not a lot of 
people owned VHS-players,” 

Construction 
of the 

Visitation 
Chapel

By Mary Schweers
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As we bring the fall semester and 2011 to a close, we 
are grateful for the abundance of God’s blessings on us. We 
opened our 25th anniversary year by welcoming Bishop 
Burbidge for our chapel dedication, we hosted Fr. Joe Bruce, 
SJ, as our guest speaker, and we added a Spanish Mass on 
the first Sunday of the month. We have had student volun-
teers work at St. Mary Tileston Outreach, at the hospital, 
with Habitat for Humanity, with the St. Mark’s 7th grade re-
treat, and as Mi Casa volunteers. They participated and took 
leadership roles in a variety of CCM activities and campus 
organizations. Our community continues to grow and from 
our gathering we go forth to serve the Lord and one another.

We mark the passing of Bob Kleid who so generously 
gave his time to make our chapel possible. We are grateful 
to him and all of you who support Campus Ministry. It is 
through your generosity that we are able to build a commu-
nity that nurtures future church leaders. We appreciate your 
continued support. May God bless you and your loved ones.

- Sister Rose and Father Al

A year to give thanks

We hope you have a Merry Christmas and 
blessed new year!

In October, the Diocese of 
Raleigh held its third annual 
Catholic Convocation at Car-
dinal Gibbons High School. 
CCM sent a delegation of 
students to Raleigh to attend 
the event. Students chose to go 
to lectures on many different 
topics including social work, 
end of life care, and protecting 
the unborn. 

Sister Rose and Chris 
Montero, the UNCW Centro 
Hispano Community Liaison, 
had the opportunity to be 
presenters at the event. The 
two put together a presenta-
tion discussing the Commu-
nity Life Liaison program at 
UNCW, also known as the Mi 
Casa. This program serves to 
assist first-generation college-
bound teenagers in the Latino 
community. Each student in 
the program is paired with a 
student mentor from UNCW. 
The goal of the mentor is to 
help the student prepare for the 
college world. 

Mi Casa is in its second 
year and is the only program of 
its kind in the UNC school sys-
tem. During their presentation 
at Convocation, Sr. Rose and 
Montero, described the devel-
opment of the program during 

its first year. The presentation 
covered steps the program used 
to assist with college prepara-
tion such as SAT prep and col-
lege application help. Mi Casa 
also hosts events that promote 
community building and com-
munity service. A unique part 
of the presentation was that it 
was presented in both English 
and Spanish. 

Montero expressed his 
feelings about the presenta-
tion saying, “It was the perfect 
blend of faith and education. 
Both are highly stressed values 
in the Hispanic community.”  
The audience had many ques-
tions about how to implement 
programs similar to Mi Casa in 
their home locations. Parents 
that attended were emotional 
when explaining how much 
work it is to get their children 
to college and how much a 
program like Mi Casa would 
mean to them. “The need is 
clearly there,” said Montero. 
“I’m glad Catholic Campus 
Ministry has partnered with 
Centro Hispano to put the 
program together.” He hopes, 
that by speaking at events like 
convocation, the importance of 
Mi Casa’s mission will grow to 
be a well-established program 
across the state.

 

Presenters shines at Convocation
By Zach Tomkoski

A reflection on 9/11
By Megan Wolff

In September of 2001, the 
unthinkable had occurred. Our 
safe little world, away from 
the wars across the sea, had 
been struck by an attack that 
changed everything. Ten years 
later, I reflect on the memories 
brought back to mind.

The following day after 
the attacks, my father didn’t 
go to work at the Pentagon as 
he usually did. Instead, my 
parents woke my siblings and 
me up early to travel to Wash-
ington DC. I was only nine 
years old but I could see that 
the highways were unchar-
acteristically free of traffic. 
Our nation’s capital was like a 
ghost town. My parents took 
us to see the city and its monu-
ments. It felt empty without 
the hustle and bustling hum of 
the crowds. Everything looked 
bigger, more open, more 
important. Despite the terror in 
our nation, I was not afraid. 

I understand now what my 
parents were trying to show me 
that day – they were being ex-
amples of how our country was 
not going to be terrorized. We 
would not hide in our homes, 
afraid of living our lives. In-
stead, Americans would prove 
that they could unite. After the 
initial wave of panic and para-
noia began to settle, our coun-
try experienced a deep sense 
of loss and a need to repair our 
broken land. People of every 
race, age, gender, creed, class 

and status stood together and 
began to pick up the pieces. 

On the anniversary of 9/11, 
I attended a memorial service 
held at Kenan Auditorium. The 
ceremony hosted performances 
and speeches including bag-
pipe playing by CCM’s Mark 
Smith and a reflection given by 
Sister Rose who spoke about 
what she witnessed in New 
York ten years ago. She spoke 
about the legacy of the people 
involved on that day. Listen-
ing to her talk made me feel 
as though I was not alone. I 
felt like I was connected with 
the nation as we mourned and 
remembered. Sr. Rose’s words 
brought to mind a thousand 
faces and a reminder that we 
are all valued equally. In her 
speech, Sr. Rose closed saying, 
“And may we, who are here 
present, have the courage to 
commit ourselves to move 
beyond fear and complacency 
and use the resources of this 
institution and all our gifts of: 
energy, intellect, creativity, 
imagination, scholarship and 
technology for the good of all 
humankind, for the care of the 
living planet and all creation.” 

Ten years have passed since 
our country’s tragedy and 
I have watched the country 
grow. We have lost some of 
our trust, that’s true. But we 
have also gained something 
else—hope. We have hope for 
the future to work together and 
create something new. We can 
erase the prejudices of before 
and forge new relationships. 
9/11 was a terrible tragedy, 
but like the phoenix from the 
ashes, we are born anew, ready 
to begin again and build a 
greater future for all people. 

Can you 

find

Father Al?

Pre-seminary 
school in 

Asheville, North 
Carolina, 1966



to get personally acquainted 
with the students and visitors 
making the lecture even more 
enjoyable. He also continued 
to hold his audience captive 
during the Mass later that 
evening. Fr. Bruce celebrated 
a beautiful Mass, signing and 
speaking joyfully. The majestic 
signs brought the Mass to life 
for the congregation, and his 
homily was both funny and 
inspirational. 

Fr. Bruce touched the 
hearts of many during his 
visit to UNCW. “I thought 
he was really interesting...his 
personal experience it made it 
real,” said freshman Chelsea 
Blanton. He was an inspiring 
speaker, and left the audience 
with several words of wisdom. 
He reminded everyone to 
always smile, to be optimistic, 
and to keep moving on. 
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Sharing faith through sign

In the Liturgical year of 
2012, the Catholic Church 
will undergo significant 
changes in the Mass. From 
the revised Creed to new 
music, churchgoers must 
relearn a lifetime of familiar 
responses—and CCM is no 
exception. Along with the 
new Roman Missal, students 
are working hard behind-the-
scenes to create new pro-
grams. 

In addition to the new 
chapel, this semester intro-
duced many new activities 

By Matt Kon

On November 13th, 
students, faculty, and visitors 
gathered in Cameron Hall to 
get a glimpse of the challenges 
of being deaf in today’s society 
as told from the perspective 
of Father Joe Bruce, SJ. With 
his unique sense of humor, Fr. 
Bruce shared his life story with 
the audience. 

Fr. Bruce is the first deaf 
man to be ordained as a Je-
suit priest and the second deaf 
ordained priest in the United 
States. He has ministered in 
such places as Canada, Gua-
temala, Bolivia, Jordan, and 
Honduras among others.

Fr. Bruce went to a Catholic 
college run by Jesuits. Once, 
when frustrated, one of the 
priests saw him upset and 
asked what was wrong. He 
replied that he wanted a deaf 
teacher who could understand 
his frustrations and the Jesuit 
replied, “Why not you?” So Fr. 
Bruce obtained his Master’s in 
Special Education in order to 
better help children like him 
and after applying to several 
orders, was finally accepted 
into the Jesuits. 

He told his audience that 
one of his favorite activities is 
celebrating Mass in sign, and 
helping teach and encourage 
children both with and without 
disabilities. 

Before and after the lecture, 
Fr. Bruce took the time to try 

By Liz Bernardo

Left: 
Fr. Bruce 
poses with 
Sr. Rose at 
beach; 
Below: 
Fr. Bruce 
teaches sign 
to students 
at dinner

such as Bible Study sessions 
and Coffeehouse. Bible Study, 
a contemporary discussion 
forum, occurs 
every Tuesday at 7 
p.m. Students are 
able to talk freely 
about themes in the 
Bible. Those who 
attend learn to inte-
grate messages from 
the Bible into their 
everyday lives. 

Coffeehouse, which meets 
bimonthly, is an open-mic 
showcase. Students are given 
artistic freedom to present 

thing such as poems, dances, 
musical performances, etc. 
Coffeehouse presents a 
relaxed, respectful, café-like 

atmosphere supplied 
with hot beverages. 

Continuing from 
last school year are 
programs such as 
Thumbs Up and 
Operation Clothes-
line. Thumbs Up, a 
monthly Saturday 
morning mini-

retreat, gives students the 
opportunity to be disconnected 
from life’s busyness. To help 
those in need, CCM’s outreach 
program, Operation Clothes-

line works to collect clothing 
to deliver to St. Mary’s Til-
eston Social Outreach program 
in downtown Wilmington.

In order to develop new 
programs at CCM, several 
committees were established. 
The committees divide respon-
sibilities needed to create a fun 
and welcoming environment. 
Javier Barranco, a junior at 
UNCW spoke about his expe-
rience stating “how genuinely 
accepting everyone is” which 
makes it easy to be himself. 

To discover more about the 
new programs at CCM, check 
out the weekly newsletter or 
visit newman-uncw.org. 

Catholic Campus Ministry 
through the years
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There’s never a dull moment at CCM!

Hanging out and 

relaxing at the 

beach!

Singing for joy with voices like angels!
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