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Alternative spring break at the Big Apple
By Megan Wolff and Mary 
Schweers

Students take advantage of service learning trip to New York City

While many students at 
UNCW headed to the beach 
and other vacation spots over 
Spring Break in March, a small 
group of students from the 
Newman Center had the oppor-
tunity to participate in a service 
learning trip with the Partner-
ship for Global Justice in New 
York City.  

The Partnership for Global 
Justice is a Catholic non-gov-
ernment organization (NGO) 
focused on social justice, 
protecting the environment and 
promoting diversity. During 
their visit, the students had 
the chance to meet with those 
involved with the organization 
and learn about some of the 
issues representatives are work-
ing to solve. 

Part of the experience 
included the group participat-
ing in discussions about issues 
such as human trafficking and 
environmental affairs, sparking 
some light debate and brain-
storming for solutions. Other 
topics covered issues on social 
justice; the right to be educated, 
gender equality, child and ma-
ternal health, and the treatment 
of the poor. Such review gener-
ated further discussions about 
the United State’s view on those 
issues in comparison to views 
of foreign countries.  

The students had the oppor- 
tunity to meet with different 
ambassadors and explore the 
United Nations headquarter 
building. “My favorite part was 
getting to meet the ambassa-
dor from Kenya,” said Caitlin 
Gilroy, a senior at UNCW. “She 
talked a lot about the social 
justice issues I’m interested in.” 
The group learned about the 

Millennium Goals developed 
by the UN in response to the 
global war against poverty. The 
blueprint created for the Goals 
is divided into eight separate 
goals ranging from halving 
extreme poverty to stopping the 
spread of HIV and AIDS. 

Among many of the people 
the UNCW students had the 
opportunity to speak with was 
Sr. Ana Martinez deLuco, a 
nun who chose to live with the 
homeless on the streets of New 
York City. By recycling cans 
and bottles from trash cans and 
gutters, she is able to pay for 
food and other necessities. She 
advocated respect and dig-
nity for the homeless. “Sister 
Ana’s work showed me another 
perspective to living the Gospel 
that I found inspiring,” said 
recent UNCW graduate, Charlie 
Joyce Jr. 

Apart from learning about 
human rights, the students also 
took advantage of being in the 
Big Apple by visiting many of 
the local attractions. Places vis-

ited included the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, Ground Zero, 
Central Park, Times Square, 
the Statue of Liberty, the New 
York City Public Library, 
Ellis Island, Chinatown, and 
Little Italy. In celebration of 
St. Patrick’s Day, the group got 
to watch a parade of green as 
men in kilts and local bands 
marched through the streets of 
New York. An excited portion 
of UNCW students attended a 
Broadway showing of the The 
Phantom of the Opera. 

The trip was a rewarding 
experience for the students 
who got the chance to observe 
human rights delegations and 
one of the greatest accumula-
tions of cultures in America. 
Sophomore Giselle Pymento 
commented on how immensely 
diverse New York City is with 
different foods, venues and 
people of every color and creed. 

Those who were not able to 
attend this year can look for-
ward to the 2012 Spring Break 
trip next year in New Orleans.

- Charlie Joyce Jr.”
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FUTURE DIPLOMATS! The alternative spring break group stops to take 
a picture while visiting the United Nations headquaters in New York. 
CCM had been planning the trip since the Fall 2010 semester.
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Deciding to make my First 
Communion and Confirma-
tion was not an easy decision. 
Being 19-years-old and not 
catechized, I felt I had missed 
my chance. It was as though 
my expiration date had come 
and gone. 

Back in September, 
however, things changed for 
me. I was asked to be the 
godmother of my newborn 
niece, Rylee. It was then that 
I decided to take the next step 
in developing my faith.

In preparation, Sister 
Rose and I met weekly 
last semester to discuss 
the fundamentals of being 
Catholic. In addition, I read 
the book “This is Our Faith” 
by Michael Francis Pennock 
and watched videos about 
topics like mission, morality, 
and prayer. Sr. Rose went the 
extra mile by working around 
my other time commitments 
and never hesitating to go 
into further detail about the 
material. Apart from learning 
about my faith, I also began 
participating in Operation 
Clothesline. I cannot put into 
words how amazing the entire 
process was for me.

There is a quote in 
Elizabeth Gilbert’s book “Eat, 
Pray, Love” that says “you 
have to participate relent-
lessly in the manifestations 
of your own blessings.” My 
niece is a blessing, everyone 
at CCM is a blessing and this 
experience of preparing for 
the Sacraments has been a 
blessing. This experience has 
been truly worthwhile and I 
feel that now that I am older 
I can appreciate it so much 
more because the decision 
to become catechized was 
completely my choice. It took 
nineteen years but I came to 
realize that it is never too late 
to begin your faith journey 
because it has no expiration 
date. 
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PARTAKING IN THE

By Jordan Hulliger

Student organizations join forces
CCM teams up with other organizations on campus to attend events
By Zach Tomkoski

Students at UNCW have the 
opportunity to get involved on 
campus with a diverse selection 
of over 200 student organiza-
tions. The access to numerous 
organizations serve as a great 
advantage to smaller groups 
such as the Catholic Campus 
Ministry to combine funds and 
efforts to accomplish simi-
lar goals. For the 2010-2011 
school year, CCM paired up 
with Amnesty International and 
Pro-Life University Students to 
co-coordinate trips advocating 
the common ideals towards hu-
man life. Among many of these 
trips include the SOA-Watch 
and the North Carolina Right to 
Life event.

Last semester, CCM paired 
up with Amnesty International 
to send a group of students 
down to Georgia for the three 

days to attend the “November 
Vigil to Close the School of 
America” event. The event was 
held at a convention center 

near Ft. Benning which hosted 
a number of workshops and 
performances to promote the 
cause. The prayer vigil was 
held on the final day outside the 
gates of Ft. Benning where the 
students were able to partici-
pate in the procession of white 

crosses representing each of the 
victims of SOA.  

Earlier this semester, CCM 
along with the Pro-Life Univer-
sity Students also participated 
in the North Carolina Right to 
Life march. Before the march, 
the event hosted the first Love 
My Life youth rally for teens 
featuring a variety of talks and 
music. The room was packed 
with high school and college 
students from across the state 
setting the tone for the march 
that filled the streets of Raliegh.

Students at CCM may attend 
a variety of events advocating 
various issues throughout the 
year. The efforts and enthusi-
asm of those students at CCM 
as well as other group organiza-
tions around campus help to 
present a positive image of ac-
tive young adults from UNCW.

CCM celebrates Jewish tradition
Members of the community gather to participate in the Seder meal
By Matt Egan
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TAKING A STAND! Students hung sym-
bolic crosses on Ft. Benning’s gate

Many of our practices as 
Catholics are derived from Jew-
ish tradition. The Seder meal 
especially holds significant 
meaning, as Jesus gave us the 
new Covenant in the Eucharist 
while celebrating this tradi-
tional meal with his disciples. 
On the Monday before Easter, 
I had the opportunity to attend 
a Seder meal held by Catholic 
Campus Ministries.

Family is an essential part 
of the Seder meal. Although 
most of our group consisted of 
college students away from our 
childhood homes, I felt an over-
whelming sense of family as I 
watched twenty of us crowd 

around tables covered in white 
linens for the occasion. Father 
Al and Sister Rose symbolically 
filled the place at the table set 
for the Mother and Father. This 
was certainly not the first, nor 
will it be the last time they will 
fill these positions, as they do 
weekly at our Tuesday break-
fasts, Wednesday dinners, and 
Friday movies.

The Seder is a meal rich 
in tradition and symbols. We 
dipped bitter herbs in salt 
water and consumed them as a 
reminder of the hardships felt 
in the land of Egypt and the 
tears shed there. At the center 
of the meal is the Paschal, or 

sacrificial, 
lamb. This 
lamb, which 
is our central 
image of the 
Eucharist, is 
sacrificed to 
God, prepared 
according to 
strict rules, and 
eaten as the  

              main part of 
                           the meal. I 

could not help but feel like a 
witness to God providing our 
Pascal lamb in his son, Jesus.

At the dinner we sang 
“Dayenu,” a song that lies at 
the heart of the Seder meal. It 
is a Hebrew word that means 
“it would be enough.” This 
traditional song traces Israel’s 
liberation from the Egyptians 
through the building of the first 
temple. I was struck by the 
upbeat tempo of this traditional 
Jewish song. The sense of 
joy and deliverance was not 
restricted by the Hebrew lan-
guage we sang in and radiated 
through out the room. 

The Seder meal, a reminder 
of God delivering his people 
from harm, is the root of our 
own celebration of the Eucha-
rist. However, many of us fail 
to recognize the significance of 
the Eucharist and therefore fail 
to approach it with the appro-
priate joy and reverence. While 
experiencing the Seder meal for 
myself, I learned that we too 
should approach every Euchra-
ist as Jesus did at the Last Sup-
per in fellowship with friends.

FEASTING WITH FRIENDS! Community members 
gather a week before Easter to celebrate the Seder 
Meal. For many participants, it was the first Seder 
meal they had ever attended.             
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Operation Clothesline helps campus get involved 
Homegrown service project provides opportunity for students on campus to help the less fortunate

Since the Fall 2010 semester, 
students from UNCW Newman 
Center have collaborated to 
create the community ser-
vice project called Operation 
Clothesline. Clothes, food, and 
toiletries donated to the project 
help less fortunate families in 
need throughout the Southeast-
ern part of North Carolina.  

Every Tuesday from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., students from the 
Newman Center set up a table 
in the Fisher Student Union 
to collect donations. Once the 
clothes and other household 
goods are collected, the items 
are then sent out to St. Mary’s 
Tileston Outreach in Down-
town Wilmington where they 
undergo a number of sorting 
processes. St. Mary’s opens 
its doors early in the mornings 
Mondays through Thursdays 
to find a line of people eager to 
receive many essential items 

most take for granted. Some 
begin waiting in line as early as 
five in the morning. Donations 
are given out on a “first-come 
first-serve” basis serving up to 
35 people or families in one 
day. Each person or family is 
interviewed to determine their 
need for clothes, soap, shampoo 
and other toiletries. Food is 
also a donation those in need 
can receive. The food that they 
receive is minimally sponsored 
by government funding and is 
made up mostly of donations.  

Many students around cam-
pus, including those at Newman 
Center, have done their part to 
help the less fortunate receive 
donations. “I interview some 
of the people who come in and 
then help them get the supplies 
they need,” said senior Mark 
Smith. Freshman Megan Wolff 
adds, “Manning the booth is a 
great experience. I like rais-
ing awareness.” After hauling 

a large bag full 
of clothes one 
Tuesday, fresh-
man Laura Pica 
exclaimed, “My 
closet feels better!  
I’ve been looking 
for somewhere to 
get rid of my old 
clothes!”  

It does not take 
much to lend a 
hand. Those inter-
ested in volunteer-
ing can help with 
collecting dona-
tions on Tuesdays 
as well as helping 
to deliver items 
to St. Mary’s. 

to people who will appreciate 
them but your closet will be 
able to breathe a sigh of relief. 
For more information about 
the outreach programs through 
St. Mary’s visit http://outreach.
thestmaryparish.org.

By Emily Berkey

What is Mi Casa?

The Catholic Campus 
Ministry at UNCW officially 
began on August 15, 1986. 
Although months earlier, 
Fr. Al Dash split his time 
between North Carolina State 
University and UNCW. Over 
the years the little “Catholic” 
house on the corner of Racine 
and College Acres has seen 
a number of students and 
directors. Each new class of 
students makes their mark 
through sharing their inter-
ests, talents, and through 
asking the relevant questions 
of their time. 

This August will mark 
the 25th anniversary of the 
UNCW Catholic Campus 

Ministry. We will dedicate 
the opening of the new 
chapel to celebrate this occa-
sion. It is our hope that this 
sacred space will provide 
the students with a place 
for personal and communal 
prayer as well as our Wednes-
day evening Eucharist. The 
chapel will be a perfect set-
ting for praying the rosary, 
the liturgy of the hours, and 
for developing habits of quiet 
contemplation. There will 
be a Liturgy on August 21st 
at 5:30 but the Mass of the 
Holy Spirit with the chapel 
dedication and picnic will be 
on Sunday, August 28th at 
5:30pm. All are welcome.

Campus Minister’s Chair 
> >Student Talks Back

with

From the

Sister
Rose

STOP ON BY! Emily Berkey, Jordan Hulliger and 
Megan Wolff man the Operation Clothesline table 
in the Fisher Union. The table display is surround-
ed by visuals that represent the total amount of 
clothes that have been collected.

Students should take advan-
tage of the spring cleaning as 
the semester comes to an end 
to donate unwanted or unused 
items. Those who donate will 
not only find themselves feeling 
better about donating clothes 

www.newman-uncw.org
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QA&
Mi Casa is a mentor program for 
high school juniors and seniors that 
aims to help the students prepare  
for college.

Q:What are your respon-
siblities as a mentor?
A: I take my mentee to tutoring 
sessions and SAT workshops 
but its not all about academics. 
We want to get to know them 
on a personal level as well so we 
host a lot of fun events such as 
movie nighs and BBQs. Nicole Rodriguez

Sophomore
Q: What is your favorite part of being a 
mentor in mi casa?
A: I love the team-building and bonding activities 
we do with the kids. I feel like the kids recieve better 
guidance when we are able to relate to them rather 
than having a more distant relationship like guidance 
counselors. 

Q:How can others get involved?
A: Talk with the people at Centro Hispano to sign up.
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